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The UWI Launches the Patricia Ismond Memorial Scholarship Fund  

On Saturday March 24th, 2012, the UWI Open Campus hosted a small gathering of friends to 
witness the handing over of an EC $50,000.00 dollar donation to Vice Chancellor, Professor E. 
Nigel Harris in the name of deceased UWI Lecturer, Patricia Anne Ismond (PhD). 
 
The cheque, which was presented by her sister Esther Ismond, will be used to create the 
Patricia Ismond Memorial Scholarship Fund - a revolving scholarship to be given in perpetuity to 
St. Lucian students wishing to pursue Literature/Literary Studies at The University of the West 
Indies.   
 

 
Vice-Chancellor Harris accepting the donation from Ms. Esther Ismond 

This scholarship forms part of a larger University of the West Indies Development and 
Endowment Fund (UWIDEF) which provides full-tuition scholarships each year to students who 
qualify academically but who may not otherwise be able to attend the UWI. The creation of this 
scholarship fund is even more meaningful given the fact that Dr. Ismond was a proud daughter of 
the soil, raised in the village of Micoud. 
 

Biography of A St Lucian Icon 

Dr. Ismond was born on December 21st 1944, to Elise Ismond and Cesar Cooper. After her 
primary school years, she attended the St. Joseph‘s Convent. Her contemporaries at the Convent 
read like a Who’s Who of prominent Saint Lucian women, who, like Pat have excelled in their 
various fields of endeavor. 



After graduation, she taught at the Convent before proceeding on an Island Scholarship to the 
University of the West Indies, where she graduated with Honours in 1968. By this time, Dr. 
Ismond had already developed her now legendary passion for Literature and the Arts. 

She returned to Saint Lucia in 1968 to teach for a year before returning to Mona in 1969 to 
pursue a Master’s degree on a UWI post-graduate scholarship. It wasn’t long before she received 
the 1970 Commonwealth Scholarship which enabled her to travel to the United Kingdom, where 
she studied for her PhD at the University of Kent. Her doctoral thesis was entitled, “Derek 
Walcott: The Development of Rooted Vision (poetry and drama).” It was completed in 1974. 

Dr.Ismond  joined the University of the West Indies at St. Augustine in 1973 as an Assistant 
Lecturer. In 1975, she became a Lecturer in English on that campus. She was to spend thirty 
faithful years with the University during which she headed the Department of English. During 
her tenure as Head of Department, and with her drive and resolve, the Centre for Creative and 
Festival Arts (1986) was established. It has now become the main training centre for aspiring 
creative artists from Saint Lucia and the Eastern Caribbean. 

In 1983, Dr.Ismond obtained a Fullbright-Laspau fellowship, where she was attached to the 
Drama Department of Carnegie–Mellon University in the United States. She became Senior 
Lecturer in English at UWI in 1988 and was visiting Associate Professor of English at Stanford 
University from 1988 to1989. 

Dr.Ismond published widely and often, many articles and papers on Caribbean Literature, 
especially on her beloved Saint Lucian poet, Derek Walcott.  

To whomsoever much is given…  

After an eloquent welcome address given by the Head of the Open Campus, Mrs. Veronica 
Simon,                     

 

                

         Open Campus Head,  Mrs Veronica Simon addressing the gathering 

 



Ms Esther Ismond, her voice filled with emotion, presented the cheque in memory of her beloved 
sister.  Her brief, yet poignant speech was punctuated with references about the importance of 
giving back and of the donation being her sister’s way of ensuring that other aspiring St. Lucians 
be afforded the opportunity that she had been privileged to receive many times over. 

In accepting the cheque on the University’s behalf, Vice-Chancellor Harris lauded the generous 

donation as well as the sensibility driving it- a recognition of the value of the University of the 

West Indies and the importance of continually building and investing in what we ourselves have 

created for our children. 

He also took the opportunity to explain the advantage of Alumni contributing to the UWIDEF 

which, by allowing for the pooling of donations, ensures that there is a revolving fund which can 

be accessed by a greater number of persons than a donation given specifically to one individual. 

  

Vice Chancellor Harris flanked by members of the Ismond family 

Dr. Ismond, who dedicated 30 years of her life to the teaching of Literature and to the University 
of the West Indies, died in 2006. Widely regarded as a leading authority on the work of Derek 
Walcott, she is best known for her seminal work “Abandoning Dead Metaphors-The Caribbean 
Phase of Derek Walcott’s Poetry” 

Her entire collection of over one thousand (1000) books and over nineteen boxes of literary 
writings - the most in-depth analysis of the work of Derek Walcott existing in the world today-
are currently housed in the Special Collections section of the UWI Open Campus Library, Morne 
Fortune. 



 

 

Dr Anthony Felicien (CAMDU) reminisces. 

 

 


